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of the Shehr-engfz. Mesfhf and his imitators gave us in their
poems playfully written catalogues of the fair boys or girls
of a certain city; Fazil gives us in these two books playfully
written descriptions of the boys and girls of all the races
of mankind. That style which has all along characterised
poems of this class, whether of the original type or modified
as in the works of BeHgh, that whimsical and quizzical yet
complimentary style bristling with proverbs and puns which
we have learned to associate with such productions, is here
adopted by Fazil with marked success.

As their general scheme is the same, these two books
can, up to a certain point, be considered together. The Book
of Beauties describes the boys, and the Book of Women the
girls of the following countries and nationalities: India;
Persia (including Central Asia); Baghdad; Cairo; the Sudan;
Abyssinia; Yemen; Morocco; Algiers and Tunis; Hijiz
(including the Bedouins); Damascus and Syria generally;
Aleppo; Anatolia; the Islands of the Archipelago; Constan-
tinople; the Greeks; the Armenians; the Jews; the Gipsies;
Rumelia; Albania; Bosnia; the Tartars; the Georgians; the
Circassians; the Franks of Constantinople (i. e. the Levantines);
the Bulgarians, Croats; Wallachians, and Moldavians; France;
Poland; the Germans; Spain; England; Holland; Russia;
America. l

Now while Fazil was no doubt a man of much experience,
and though he may have been only exaggerating when he
said that if he saw a boy in the bath (i. e. stripped of his
distinctive costume), he could tell his nationality before he
heard him speak, yet it is obviously impossible that lie can
have been on intimate terms with individuals of both sexes
belonging to all the races just enumerated. But the Imperial

1 It is curious that Italy should be omitted from the list.